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Prayers for woman's recovery as tributes flow for crash victim
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TRAGEDY: Our report on the
fatal crash on Tuesday.

Melissa Grant
melissa.grant@dailymercury.com.au

THERE were tributes on Fa-
cebook yesterday for a 42-
year-old father tragically
killed in a crash and prayers
that his injured wife would
pull through.

Debbie Winner, 41, was still
in a critical but stable condi-
tion at Townsville Hospital
yesterday, recovering from
serious injuries sustained in
the collision that killed her
husband, Richard.

Mr and Mrs Winner were
riding a motorcycle, which

collided with a four-wheel
drive at Blacks Beach on
Monday afternoon.

Posts on social networking
site Facebook included tri-
butes to Mr Winner and well
wishes for the injured Mrs
Winner.

One friend wrote: “R.LP.
Richard Winner, the world
will be a different place with-
out you, I owe you so much
and I'll never get to say thank
you for everything. All my
prayers to the Winner fami-
ly... Debbie Winner, please
pull through.”

Another wrote: “He (Mr

R.l.P. Richard Winner, the
world will be a different place

without you.

Winner) was a brilliant
teacher and a great fella. My
thoughts are with you and
your family. Stay strong!”

Mr Winner was a former
Pioneer State High School
teacher. The Bucasia couple
has four children.

One of their daughters
wrote on Facebook that the

family was appreciative of
everyone’s outpouring of
love, sympathy and kindness.

“I am sorry that I can’t in-
dividually thank you but your
loving memories of dad and
your thoughts and prayers
for all of us and mum are all
we can ask of you,” she wrote.

Mrs Winner has been in a

critical but stable condition
in Townsville Hospital since
early Tuesday morning.

She was rushed to Mackay
Base Hospital immediately
after the crash. Emergency
department staff and operat-
ing theatre staff worked until
2.30am to stabilise Mrs Win-
ner. She was then airlifted to
Townsville Hospital.

Police are still piecing to-
gether how the crash oc-
curred.

Anyone who witnessed the
collision is urged to call
Crime Stoppers on
1800 333 000.

RESOURCES INDUSTRY: COAL BOOM DRIVES EXPANSION

Mackay leading the charge

Our region’s manufacturing compames best-performed in Australia

Andrea Davy

andrea.davy@dailymercury.com.au

MACKAY companies are
leading the manufacturing
charge in Australia.
Manufacturing remained
flat throughout the nation
last month but Queensland
companies, especially in the
Mackay region, have thrived.
Queensland was the only
state to record expansion in
manufacturing, the Perfor-
mance of Manufacturing In-
dex, published by Australian
Industry Group, shows.

Simon

Mortess:
We are looking
for new products,
new customers
and new markets.

Minster for Manufacturing
Jan Jarratt welcomed the
news and agreed Mackay in-
dustries were leading the
charge.

Director of Mackay-based
MACS Engineering, Simon
Mortess, said the company
recently opened a new engi-
neering workshop at Paget.
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GROWING FORCE: MACS Engineering manager of engineering Danny Beard (left) and directors Simon Mortess (centre) and Ross
Fredrickson at the company's new engineering workshop at Paget yesterday.

MACS Engineering started
as a manufacturer and sup-
plier of light vehicle equip-
ment but has been able to ex-
pand in recent years to
encompass medium rigid
trucks and engineering and
fabrication services.

As well, it offers associated
support services to the min-

ing, energy, infrastructure
and government sectors.

Mr Mortess said the com-
pany had tapped into the
booming resource industry.

Although thankful for the
mining boom, he said the
company now faced challeng-
es in relation to recruiting
and holding staff.

“We are an industry that is
heavily reliant on the re-
source sector,” Mr Mortess
said.

“So (because) we supply to
the mining industry, when it
gears up thatis a good thing...
but as it ramps up we find it
more difficult to recruit
staff,” he said.
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“This has made the compa-
ny more innovative and we
now look outside the box and
are looking at new ways to
recruit.

“We are always looking for
new products, new custom-
ers and new markets, to find
ways to manufacture more
efficiently.”

A GROWTH

Company
comes a
long way

ESTABLISHED in the 1960s
as a company that supplied
parts for light vehicles,
MACS Engineering is now
one of the major suppliers to
the resource industry.

MACS Engineering direc-
tor Ross Fredrickson said
the company has come along
way since it was first esta-
blished in Mackay in 1965.

“In the early days MACS
was just a shed with about
six workers,” he said.

“We now have a number of
workshops in town, as well
as the new facility here (in
Paget) and we also have the
recently opened branch in
Brisbane.”

Mr Fredrickson said the
company has an expansion
plan underway and, if all
went to plan, the company
would continue to invest in
manufacturing in Mackay.
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ENVIRONMENTAL

ENERGY SAVING

PRODWCT OF THE YEAR

STIEBEL ELTRON O

Panel manufactured by
worldwide energy and

manufacturing USA

2.00kw system
for
only

3.00kw system

for

only $5,950*

250W Panel available on special

ACALL 1300959013 ...

$3,250°

*NEW YEAR
SPECIAL OFFER *
1.5 KW SYsTEM
$ FOR ONLY

/950

Offer valid ti|
20th Jan

9.00kw system

for

only s1 0,950*

*Conditions apply
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infogld@eurosolar.com.au
www.eurosolar.com.au

Electrical Contract License No: 74095

4957 8166

37 Brisbane Street, Mackay
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